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Purposes of Pi Lambda Theta 


© FOSTER professional spirit and the highest standard of scholarship and of professional 

training. 

To secure and maintain an abiding interest in educational affairs, and through them in 
social progress, 

To encourage graduate work and to stimulate research in the field of education. 

To promote a spirit of fellowship among women in the profession of teaching. 

To formulate a conception of education adapted to women, and to advocate in the educa- 
tional administration of universities such changes which the interests of women students demand. 





Editorially Speaking 


I’ Is FITTING that we should initiate a new Biennium by re-dedicating ourselves to the purposes 
of Pi Lambda Theta which were set forth by the group of inspired women who were its 
founders. The days to come will test our devotion to a great profession; they will prove the 
measure of our ability to promote a better understanding of American democracy and the defense 
of this democracy through education. The success of our endeavors, the sum total of our influence 
upon those with whom we come in daily contact, will be determined by the apparent unity of 
our thinking. 
Listen to the words of the Chancellor of New York University as he writes to Rho chapter:* 

We have developed in America a system of education which is in many respects unique. Never in 

the history of the world has a people so manifested its faith in the necessity for and the desirability 

of an educated citizenship. In the world which confronts us today, when the ideals of free peoples 

are being challenged by half the world, we teachers are ourselves on the firing line for democracy. 

We are workers for its preservation and advancement. 


Hear the challenge, implicit in quotations from the letters of Dean Irion of the School of 
Education at the University of Missouri :? 


I have been appalled by what seems to be either the lethargy of our profession when it comes to 
building up a concise educational philosophy, one which will work, or the utter helplessness to 
construct a unified viewpoint. . . . As a profession, we need the help and support and inspiration that 
comes from the organized efforts of such high-minded groups as Pi Lambda Theta. 


Pi Lambda Theta can and must become a real influence in education in the United States! 
— 


‘Foreword in Rho Journal, May, 1941, by Harry Woodburn Chase. 
Letters from Dean Theodore W. H. Irion to Dr. Walker and the editor. 








Wore Home From Council 


JEVONS 


ELSIE M. 


| genre Miss Kenney’s Come to Council 
in the May JOURNAL? Those of you who 
were unable to heed the call, missed a dandy 
time and an inspiring meeting. But you might 
rightly make the complaint that you were not 
told of all that was in store. It would have been 
difficult to forecast the highlight of the con- 
vention, and even so, it would have been, and 
is, difficult to phrase. The friendly, working, 
giving spirit was there, but no one can get the 
same heartwarming glow, who didn’t see one 
of the delegates of a large chapter get up and 
make a motion which was not for the good of 
her group ,but was to the advantage of the 
others—did not hear the give and take of argu- 
ment with generous concessions and unruffled 
feelings—did not chat each day with friendly 
and interesting Pi Lambda Thetans—did not 
watch the various women in positions of leader- 
ship plan for the good of the organization. You 
will have to take our word for it that you 
missed something stimulating. 

Over two hundred people registered as dele- 
gates or visitors, which was the largest attend- 
ance at any Biennial Council. The early hours 
of Friday morning, June 27, were busy ones for 
Miss Kenney and her Registration Committee, 
as nearly everyone was checked in by the time 
coffee hour was announced at 10 o'clock. After 
coffee, Bishop Spencer of Kansas City addressed 
the opening session on The Democratic Ideal 
in the World Today. 

At the lunch hour Omicron Chapter spon- 
sored a program honoring the founders. This 
was especially fitting, since Missouri was the 
state in which the first organization Council was 
held in 1917, and since the first President was 
from Gamma Chapter, one of the other host- 
esses for the Twelfth Biennial Council. Ella 
Victoria Dobbs, a charter member of the first 
local society of Pi Lambda Theta; Katherine 
Foulke, first President of Kappa Pi and official 
delegate to the organization Council of the na- 
tional fraternity; and Helen Rhoda Hoopes, 





first national President of Pi Lambda Theta, 
were in attendance. Small gifts were presented 
as tokens of appreciation of their many years of 
service to Pi Lambda Theta. 

The first business meeting of the Council was 
held on Friday afternoon. The reports of the 
national officers and committee chairmen were 
short and pithy. Miss Goodykoontz suggested 
that something be done about terms and tenure 
of officers, and the Council voted to have a 
committee appointed to work on the problem 
and submit an advisory report on Monday. 
More work than play was in store for the peo- 
ple who were selected, as it meant long hours 
of brain work when others were sleeping or 
playing. 

The Kansas City Alumnz Chapter had charge 
of the barbecue and fiesta at the dinner hour. 
The lobby of the Elms was filled with colored 
hats and scarfs with which Pi Lambda Thetans 
bedecked themselves 4 /a Mexican style before 
going in to the barbecue. Much fun was had 
and more than a little dignity was laid aside. 
After dinner we were entertained by Mexican 
dancers. These were followed by a group of 
Indians from Haskell Institute which gave na- 
tive dances in authentic costume. These events 
were exquisitely organized and presented. 

At the first general assembly of the morning 
Maude McBroom of the University of Iowa 
presided and introduced Mrs. A. Ross Hill, 
National Honorary Pi Lambda Thetan from 
Kansas City, who gave an interesting address 
on Emotional Disturbances in a War Era. After 
a short recess the assembly went into business 
session to hear the report of the Committee on 
Studies and Awards. This committee has worked 
hard and long to organize a co-ordinated pro- 
gram; it earnestly seeks your co-operation with 
the research project which is being undertaken 
and asks you to adapt the study program to 
your local needs, 

More committees reported in the afternoon. 
It is astonishing to hear of the vast amount of 
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work accomplished by committees for the ad- 
vancement of Pi Lambda Theta. Especially note- 
worthy is the work which has been done by 
Mrs, Ethel Mabie Falk, retiring editor of the 
JouRNAL, and the Council voted to send her a 
note of hearty thanks. 

The Committee on Honorary Membership 
recommended that only non-members of Pi 
Lambda Theta be given honorary membership 
and that other means be found for honoring 
members, They also recommended that a stand- 
ing committee be appointed to canvass chapters 
and individuals for eligible persons and make 
nominations to the Executive Committee. The 
Council voted the adoption of these recom- 
mendations. 

Important business for Saturday afternoon 
was the election of officers. Somewhere in the 
JourNAL you will find their pictures—a fine 
looking group whose good looks are matched 
by character and success in their profession. 

On Saturday evening everyone dressed for- 
mally for the Banquet. (It is said that a few 
people had some difficulty in recognizing their 
toom-mates.) Gamma Chapter, in charge of this 
event, imported two of their college members 
from Lawrence to entertain us. Donna Hughes 
sang and Winifred Hill played the piano; they 
were very popular young ladies. Judge Florence 
E. Allen, Honorary Pi Lambda Thetan, who 
was to have given the address of the evening, 
could not come because of serious illness in the 
family. Dean Esther Allen Gaw, in true sisterly 
spirit, agreed to pinch-hit for her. She made 
an excellent substitute. 

On Sunday the past officers’ Breakfast was 
followed by fine reports from discussion 
gtoups and by regional meetings. Late in the 
afternoon Dean Theodore W. H. Irion of the 
University of Missouri gave a moving speech 
before the assembly. Then everyone went to the 
garden for tea. In spite of Miss Kenney's warn- 
ing to stay in the middle of the sidewalks to 
avoid being eaten by chiggers, we milled over 
the lawn and obligingly walked and talked for 
the movie cameras. Several inch-long bugs were 
brought to Miss Kenney for identification, but 
fo one saw a chigger. Did anybody feel one? 

In the evening more discussion groups met 
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to report Monday morning. The highlight of 
the morning meeting was the summarization of 
the theme of the Council, The Conservation of 
Human Values in a Time of National Crisis, 
by Helen M. Walker, our new President. It is 
in the JOURNAL, so be sure to read it. 

The report of the Life Membership Commit- 
tee engendered such enthusiasm that nine peo- 
ple attending Council were added to the roll as 
new life members. 

The Council approved the recommendation 
of the Pi Lambda Theta Fund Committee to use 
a part of the fund for worthwhile projects in- 
stead of accumulating a sizable balance and 
using the income alone. 

Your delegates have probably brought home 
to you voluminous notes on the report of the 
Advisory Committee, which worked all during 
the Council (they even skipped a few meetings) 
on recommendations for constitutional revision, 
as well as on the talk given by Helen Jewett 
Rogers regarding the need for such revision. 

At the final meeting Monday afternoon the 
budget was presented, and after much discus- 
sion, the Council decided that it was inadequate 
for the projects of a national educational frater- 
nity, and an increased assessment of twenty-five 
cents per member was recommended to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

An invitation was received for the next Bien- 
nial Council to meet in the Northeast Central 
Atlantic Region (something new for the geog- 
raphy books). An invitation from Alpha Theta 
to meet in Washington, D.C., was given earlier 
in the convention, 

After installation of officers a long, quiet 
spell ensued. No one wanted to make the mo- 
tion for adjournment. Finally, a delegate who 
found it imperative to meet a train reluctantly 
moved that the Twelfth Biennial Council ad- 
journ. 

I haven't told you of all the minor matters of 
business or of the individual amusements which 
were fitted into spare moments—horseback 
rides, swims in the mineral waters, and walks 
through the hills. Nor can anyone do justice to 
the all-pervading spirit of Council made up of 
many little acts of friendship and goodwill. 
Plan to be with us in 1943 and see for yourself! 











Council Gmpressions 


Alpha Alpha Chapter 
FLORENCE ABEL 


The experience of attending a Council is 
such a great privilege that I should like to regis- 
ter my gratitude along with the other delegates. 

The Twelfth Biennial Council of Pi Lambda 
Theta, my first, was notable for its organization, 
richness of program, and its lovely setting. 
However, with a full appreciation of these 
things, I find myself remembering the valued 
contacts with other Pi Lambda Thetans, and the 
priceless privilege of knowing the leaders of 
this unique group of women educators. The 
exhibit room made it possible for one to utilize 
spare moments in learning the little things 
which other chapters use in program building, 
and in making the ceremonies of Pi Lambda 
Theta impressive enough to kindle the zeal of 
new members. I also was most grateful for the 
spirit of the Council in this time of world stress, 
not a frenzied last-stand attitude, but one of 
calm planning for the future by those whose 
profession gives them the opportunity to build 
that future through the children of the world. 


Gamma Chapter 
DOROTHEA WEINGARTNER 


Confine my impressions of Council within 
the bounds of a few sentences? Dear Editor! 
That is like squeezing the Washington Monu- 
ment into a shoe box! But let me say this: Once 
our national affairs seemed far away—strange 
and detached—until I went to Council. Now, 
I feel Pi Lambda Theta’s pulse! I now she 
lives! 


Lambda Chapter 
DoroTHy LASSERS 


The best thing about Council is that you meet 
such nice people. It is such a happy experience 
to be with friendly people who think as you 
think, believe as you believe, strive for the 
same ends for which you strive. It was hearten- 
ing to learn at Excelsior Springs that women 





leaders in Education have the faith and the 
courage for positive assertions and Positive ac. 
tion in a world of scientific doubt and mom] 
chaos, It was gratifying to know that Pi Lambda 
Theta is sufficiently flexible to re-think and tp 
modify its structure, its purposes, and its pro. 
gram in relation to the needs of present day 
society. 


Alpha Omicron Chapter 
MARJORIE HARRIS 


Convention to me was a thing of beauty and 
a joy forever. As the delegate from the baby 
chapter, Alpha Omicron, I was all “eyes and 
ears” and marvelled at the perfection of every 
meeting. The charming delegates as well as the 
national officers were an inspiration and made 
me very proud to be a Pi Lambda Thetan. 


Beta Chapter 
KATHERINE CATER 


It would be difficult to select any one thing 
about Council that impressed me most. I went 
to Missouri, a new member of Pi Lambda 
Theta, with little knowledge of the organiza- 
tion. In the days spent there, through contact 
with the outstanding leaders and from the well 
planned and executed program I feel that I 
learned something of the true significance and 
meaning of Pi Lambda Theta. I only hope that 
I may be able to share with Beta the inspiration 
and vision I gained. 

Rho Chapter 
FRANCES LEE PANCHAUD 


Every member of Pi Lambda Theta should 
attend at least one Biennial Council, for it is 
only there that a full realization of our organiza- 
tion’s national importance becomes crystallized. 
At home each loyal member centers her energies 
and attentions upon her own particular chapter, 
working for its improvement and widening the 
scope of its useful activities. She may be hazily 


aware that fifty-six other chapters exist 
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throughout the United States. She may also be 
dimly conscious of a theoretical ‘National 
Council” on the far-off horizon. But at the 
Biennial Council this haziness promptly disap- 
pears as she meets the delegates from the other 
fifty-six groups, sharing their hopes and anx- 
ieties in the daily discussions. And above all, 
she sees the members of the National Council 
at work “in person,” planning carefully and 
earnestly for the good of all and knitting our 
widespread organization into a unified whole. 
Never again will “National” be merely a list of 
names on the cover of our JOURNAL. Suddenly 
and miraculously, in four too-short days, it has 
turned into a lively group of hardworking, com- 
petent women giving their time and energies 
for the good of all. In that short time a list of 
names has become personalized into sympathetic 
friends and advisers eagerly listening to our 
chapter problems and as earnestly trying to solve 
them fairly. Such is the miracle of a Biennial 
Council. It is a great humanizing experience 
that brings perspective to the delegates them- 
selves and will pay dividends in friendliness 
and understanding for the rest of our lives. Try 
to make it in 1943, Pi Lambda Thetans! 


Central Ohio Alumnz Chapter 
HAZEL FARINGER 


Driving along the roads of Illinois and Mis- 
souri between the great wheat fields rich in 
tones of burnt sienna and umber the last bright 
days of June, we were reminded of George 
Inness’ painting, Peace and Plenty, and with 
glad hearts, we exclaimed, ‘This is America!” 
This mood remained with us at Excelsior 
Springs as the splendid program moved forward 
on the timely theme of conservation of human 
values. We were impressed with the important 
work of women in problems of nutrition, tak- 
ing care of children, standing up for education 
when it is attacked. It was pointed out to us 
that it is our duty now to be resolute without 
hatred, to face situations and push things to a 
conclusion, to plan for the decades ahead, As 
Maude McBroom suggested, “Let us keep up 
our hopes and heads.” What an inspirational 
challenge for every Pi Lambda Thetan! 


Zeta Chapter 
Mary DUNSTAN 


The delegates to the Twelfth Biennial Coun- 
cil were impressed with the strong national 
unity of Pi Lambda Theta. The fine work and 
reports of the national officers and committees 
helped to show this growth and unity. The 
formulation of our national policies, trends, 
business procedures, and changes, all revealed 
the far-reaching effects and accomplishments of 
our fraternity. The Council was a clearing 
ground where one chapter’s solution to the 
same or similar problem were the answers for 
another chapter’s questions. The excellent pro- 
gram was so carefully planned and so demo- 
cratically organized that each meeting, each 
speaker, and each activity emphasized the theme 
of the Council. The delegates returned to their 
chapters convinced of the valuable contribu- 
tions that Education has to offer to our country 
in these crucial moments. 


Delta Chapter 
SALLY TESH 


Twelfth Biennial Council days will always be 
red letter days in my memory calendar. When 
we stepped off the train at Excelsior Springs we 
were at once at home, with everyone wearing 
the key for a friendly, inspiring four-day get- 
together. 

I was much impressed by the quiet, confident 
way in which 200 capable women joined to up- 
hold and further the high ideals of Pi Lambda 
Theta. These ideals have a much deeper mean- 
ing to me since meeting and knowing these 
sincere women. 


Indianapolis Alumnz Chapter 
ByRL MCCLURE 


“Women in Pi Lambda Theta must be par- 
ticipants rather than listeners’ was emphasized 
over and over again in the Biennial Council 
meetings at Excelsior Springs both by example 
and precept. The four days of well-planned 
activities included group conferences with mem- 
bers sitting in a circle carrying on interesting 
discussions of topics of common interest, busi- 
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ness sessions with non-delegates contributing 
fully as much as voting delegates, and all these 
interspersed with addresses and recreation pe- 
riods. Last, but not least, was the sincere and 
inspiring address by Dr. Helen M. Walker, 
new National President, in which she chal- 
lenged women of Pi Lambda Theta to work 
hard but to choose carefully the work they do. 

One of the most delightful parts of Council 
is the opportunity to meet and learn to know 
better other Pi Lambda Thetans from all over 
the country, to eat together, and to share not 
only a room, but also professional, political, 
and personal experiences with a delegate from 
another section. 


St. Louis Alumnz Chapter 
LEILA DritT 


This was my first opportunity to attend Coun- 
cil and it was not only a pleasant experience, 
but a very inspirational one. There was a genu- 
ine expression of comradeship, a sense of in- 
dividual responsibility, and a spirit of friendly 
co-operation among those who participated. 

I was glad, too, to meet and to become ac- 
quainted personally with members of other 
chapters and with the National Officers and 
leaders, whose names have become familiar. 
This personal contact created a stronger fellow- 
ship, a clearer understanding and unity of pur- 
pose in the service of Pi Lambda Theta. 


PI LAMBDA THETA JOURNAL 


Not least among the various activities was 
the social side of Council. The attractive dining 
room at the Elms with its accommodating or. 
chestra, talented waiters and entertainers, the 
comfortable lobby and veranda, the Spacious 
lawn, were popular places of informal, friendly 
gatherings. The affairs planned by the hostess 
chapter added to the sheer enjoyment of the 
occasion. Other Councils, perhaps, have equalled 
this one, but surely not one has excelled it. 


Epsilon Chapter 
ESTHER ANSON 


Biennial Council inspired and challenged us 
as women of Pi Lambda Theta to build con- 
fidence in and to give service to those things 
that count for human betterment, to extend vi- 
sion toward the positive values of life, to pro- 
mote freedom of inquiry and learning, and to 
further human sympathy. The keynote of the 
Council was service. We were inspired to make 
educational service our goal; then we were 
challenged to learn how to serve better and 
thus realize our ideals. We were encouraged 
and strengthened through association with dele- 
gates from all parts of our country and par- 
ticularly by their determination to further the 
purposes of Pi Lambda Theta in their chapter 
programs and in their personal living. Council 
truly recharged many human dynamos. 


ee 


A Little Song of Life 


Glad that I live am I; 
That the sky is blue; 


Glad for the country lanes, 
And the fall of dew 


After the sun the rain, 


After the rain the sun; 


This is the way of life 
Till the work be done 


All that we need to do, 
Be we low or high, 


Is to see that we grow 


Nearer the sky 


LIZETTE 
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She (Preservation of Human Values in 
a Sime of Crisis 


HELEN M. 


No more timely theme could have been chosen 

jor the Twelfth Biennial Council of Pi Lambda 

Theta. Dr. Helen M. Walker, newly elected 

President of the national organization, was called 

upon to summarize the Council theme. The sum- 

marization presented here follows closely the 

speech which moved her hearers so deeply. 

vO STRANDS have been running through the 

Titian of this Council, and it is now 
my task to knit these together. Our guest 
speakers have most helpfully presented the more 
general, more public aspects of this theme, while 
in our business sessions and committee discus- 
sions we have considered problems more specific 
to the work of our own association. Disparate 
as these two strands may seem at first, they are 
in reality parts of the same chain. 

Pi Lambda Theta was born during the tur- 
bulent years at the close of what is usually called 
the First World War. Her birth was part of 
that great upsurge of the woman’s movement 
which for about a century has appeared at every 
time of national crisis or national tension. Today 
we meet again with the shadows of war close 
and terrible around us. Grown now to a splen- 
did young maturity, Pi Lambda Theta stands 
today aware that her strength entails an obliga- 
tion, and perhaps a little frightened by the 
opportunities for leadership which such a time 
of confusion presents. Across the long centuries 
one hears the voice of Mordecai saying again to 
Esther, ‘Who knows but thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” 

If we are frightened by the position of leader- 
ship in which we find ourselves, and frightened 
by the uncertainties of the demands which the 
coming months may make, that is not par- 
ticularly to our discredit. No person at all sen- 
sitive to the world’s pain can today stand wholly 
apart from fear. Admitting his fears he can 
learn to disregard them, and he can learn to 
scrutinize them to be sure they do not relate to 
trivial matters, The chief fear which it seems 


WALKER 


to me is inescapable for educators and especially 
for members and officers of Pi Lambda Theta 
is apprehension that understanding of issues 
may come too late, that in our desire to pre- 
serve human values we may shortsightedly pur- 
sue a policy leading to their destruction. Bishop 
Spencer said on Friday morning, ‘The tragedy 
of Rip Van Winkle is that, with a gun at his 
side, he slept through the Revolutionary War.” 
We are quite properly alarmed lest, lacking 
sufficient insight into the meaning of events 
and stunned by the complexity of the issues, we 
may sleep through some opportunity which will 
not come soon again. Doors may be opened 
now which will not open again for many, many 
years. 

Yet in spite of this natural undercurrent of 
concern, it has seemed to me that the true char- 
acterization of the spirit of this Council is found 
in a letter written long ago to Timothy: “For 
God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

We shall indeed need a spirit of power. We 
shall need sheer physical endurance. You are 
the kind of people who already carry heavy 
responsibilities, yet no doubt every one of you 
will have to take on new ones. And because 
keeping up morale will be one of your self- 
appointed tasks, you will not, when you feel 
overworked, give yourselves the luxury of a 
nervous breakdown, or even the luxury of 
parading your burdens and anxieties and asking 
for sympathy. 

From our personal lives we shall have to 
eliminate many pleasant luxuries which we 
have come to suppose necessities, and it will 
take strength and resolution to reorganize life 
gladly without these dispensable things. It will 
take still more strength and resolution to fight 
for the preservation of other things which we 
believe indispensable to the ultimate welfare of 
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American life but which the excitement of the 
moment may denounce as frills, fads, and lux- 
uries. On Saturday, Mrs. Hill directed our at- 
tention to the harm which may be done to a 
generation of American children if their needs 
are forgotten now. This group understands all 
too well the dangers which attack our schools 
when the public mind is preoccupied with war: 
dangers of decreased services; increased teacher 
load ; insecurity of tenure; abandonment of kin- 
dergartens, nursery schools, physical education, 
music, art education, guidance, and the like; 
restrictions on teacher activities; interference by 
non-educators in the conduct of the schools; 
lowered standards of educational work; as- 
cendancy of immediate over long-range goals. 
It will take a certain toughness to work to 
maintain public faith in education in the face 
of a rising popular enthusiasm which tends to 
consider long-range goals as visionary. 

And we shall need a spirit of love—not a 
superficial glow of diffused good will—but an 
informed resolution to seek the welfare of all 
people. It is that word a// which is the catch. 
As Mrs. Hill said, ‘‘No individual has reached 
his fullest achievement until he believes that 
what he has should be shared by all.” Write 
that sentence in large letters in the tablets of 
your memory. Take it out and look it over now 
and then. You will find it uncomfortable to 
live with. Hear once more the definition of 
democracy which Dean Irion read to us from 
The Education of Free Men in a Democracy 
by George Counts: 


First, the individual human being is of sur- 
passing worth 

Second, the earth and human culture belong 
to all men 

Third, men can and should rule themselves 

Fourth, the human mind can be trusted and 
should be set free 

Fifth, the method of peace is superior to that 
of war 

Sixth, racial, cultural, and political minorities 
should be tolerated, protected, and valued. 


Hear once more the moving comment made in 
Saturday morning's discussion by Mrs. Cocke- 
fear who spoke of the need to educate our 
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emotions up to the level of our minds and who 
illustrated her comment by saying that she 
granddaughter of a Confederate general, ap 
proved with her mind certain new opportunities 
for negroes in her Missouri community but was 
still struggling to achieve emotional acceptance 
of the developments. 

Do we believe the definition of democray 
quoted by Dean Irion? Do we believe it with 
our emotions or only with our minds? If we be. 
lieve it, what does it drive us to do? What does 
it drive us to do for the advancement of public 
education? For underprivileged children? For 
underprivileged groups? For children of migra. 
tory workers? For public housing? Does it 
mean that we consider the intelligent negro as 
deserving opportunities equal to those accorded 
the intelligent white? Does it mean an obliga. 
tion toward the oppressed people of other coun- 
tries? Even toward those who may soon be in 
enemy status ? 

As we go deeper and deeper into the conflict, 
there will come a strong temptation to whip up 
our flagging resolution with the intoxication of 
hatred. Against this I hope Pi Lambda Theta 
may throw every possible influence. The Eng- 
lish and the Chinese can teach us much, These 
people appear to be so strong in their resolution 
that they do not require the false energy which 
a wave of hatred releases. T. Z. Koo tells how 
he thought he had learned the meaning of 
“Love thine enemies” until one day he discov- 
ered the Japanese sitting on China’s doorstep 
“waiting to be loved,” and then he had to begin 
all over again trying to learn what the injunc 
tion meant—but he learned. You may talk to 
scores and scores of Chinese without hearing 
either an expression of hatred for the Japanese 
or a hint of weakening in the struggle against 
them. 

On the day Germany invaded Czechoslovakia, 
the World’s Council of the Young Women's 
Christian Association was in session in Canada 
with every European country except Russia and 
almost every other important country in the 
world represented. Being prominent women in 
their own countries, they well understood what 
this action meant. They knew that before some 
of them could reach their homes, their sons and 
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brothers might be at each others throats. They 
had seen one war, and they knew its agonies 
at first hand. But I shall never forget that what 
they talked about in those anxious days together 
was not who would probably win the war nor 
changes in the map of Europe, not hardships 
nor physical dangers, but about the dreaded 
poisoning of minds and stirring up of national 
animosities, about the responsibilities of women 
and particularly of the Y.W.C.A. to keep alive 
the seeds of trust in the people of other coun- 
tries, and about ways of building friendships 
again when the armed conflict should cease, for 
none of them believed a world permanently 
surcharged with group hatreds was worth liv- 
ing in. 

Can Pi Lambda Theta help to keep up 
American morale, to strengthen the national 
resolution, to build the will to achieve victory 
over totalitarianism and to make such sacrifices 
as may be needed to win the war and yet exert 
a strong influence against that cheap courage 
which belittles the enemy, calls him names, 
tries to believe he is more beast than human? 
When that tide sets in, as it undoubtedly will, 
as we begin to suffer more deeply, only the 
courageous can withstand it. 

We shall desperately need the sound mind. 
Throughout the sessions of the Council I have 
been impresséd and heartened by the many evi- 
dences of clear thinking. For help at this point 
we are placing heavy responsibility upon the 
JOURNAL, its editors and the JOURNAL advisory 
committee, and upon the committee which pre- 
pares our national study program. Last night’s 
“Typical chapter meeting’ provided a good 
illustration of how our chapter meetings can be 
used to clarify thinking. In planning our year's 
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programs, let us not rely too heavily upon the 
inspiration of guest speakers, but let us grapple 
with the confusing problems of the day, 
stretching and sharpening our own minds 
through discussion. 

It is through helping to stimulate a sound 
mind that I hope all educators, and members 
of Pi Lambda Theta especially, may make their 
greatest contribution to America. Now is the 
time for all those who believe in public educa- 
tion to work hard for it. Now is the time to 
plan for decades ahead and most of us are 
frankly at a loss. An old order is passing. We 
must not cling too much to it, but must try to 
take our place in the new world with as much of 
courage and intelligence and good will as we 
can summon. 

It is just this need for a sound mind, and for 
insight into the part Pi Lambda Theta may play 
in these critical times, which makes me feel 
terrified at the task you have laid upon me. It 
is the sort of alarm which the parent of a very 
brilliant child quite properly feels. Pi Lambda 
Theta has now reached such a stage of develop- 
ment that she could survive even if her Execu- 
tive Committee should display real stupidity; 
but if they had wisdom enough and imagination 
enough, what a service she might perform for 
her day and generation! 

One after another of you has come to me 
with most generous offers of co-operation, for 
which I am deeply grateful. But I want more 
than co-operation. I want your constructive 
thinking and planning, your ideas as to what 
Pi Lambda Theta should be doing, how it can 
serve best in these uncharted times. Will you 
write me your suggestions ? 
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FORWARD To SCHOOL AGAIN—Public education is not only the hope, protection, flower, basis, child, 
father, linchpin, triumph, masterpiece, crowning achievement, and other oratorical terms, of a democ- 
racy, but it is its main activity. There are more teachers in the United States than soldiers, including 
all the current selectees; 100,000 more school buildings than factories; more colleges than broad- 
casting stations; and more pupils than automobiles. Only in expenditures does education lag behind 


other activities. 











President's Report to Councel 


BEULAH CLARK VAN WAGENEN 


Y REPORT is brief. Much of what I should 
M like to say about the growth of the or- 
ganization, its program and its activities has 
been reported to you by the national officers or 
will be reported to you by the chairman of com- 
mittees in the sessions that are to follow. 

One of the chief duties of the President is 
to serve as the executive head of the organiza- 
tion, and in that capacity to give such general 
supervision to all the activities that its unity 
and well being will be assured and that in- 
dividual growth and satisfaction will be ex- 
perienced by its members. 

During the past four years a conscious effort 
has been made to have a large number of the 
members serve Pi Lambda Theta nationally as 
well as locally. It is not necessary to dwell on 
the merits of such a plan, because all of you 
know so well that we “learn by doing”; that 
an organization is strong as it avails itself of 
all the resources of the group; and that the 
members benefit in direct proportion to the ex- 
tent of their contributions. 

Except for the duties performed by the na- 
tional officers as assigned to them by the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws, the work is carried on 
by standing or special committees appointed by 
the executive committee. At the present time 
there are nine standing committees: National 
Study Program, Eligibility and Constitution, Ex- 
tension, Studies and Awards, Finance, Life 
Membership, Loan Fund Board, Public Rela- 
tions, and JOURNAL Advisory Committee. The 
two special committees are Honorary Member- 
ship and the Pi Lambda Theta Fund. In addi- 
tion to these, there are a large number of com- 
mittees that have worked and are still working 
to make this meeting of Council a success. In 
general, it has been the policy to appoint some 
officer to each committee so that the work of 
that committee can be reported to the executive 
body directly; the other members have been ap- 
pointed from our many chapters with an attempt 
to get a wide geographic representation. During 





the past two years more than a hundred mem. 
bers have served on some national committee 
One of the most gratifying experiences the 
President has had during her term of office has 
been the hearty response from members when 
they have been invited to serve on committees, 
Too many thanks can not be extended to these 
women. 

During the past Biennium the Organization 
has grown in number of chapters and in num- 
ber of members. Five chapters—three college 
and two alumnaz—have been installed. Other 
groups are meeting and will undoubtedly desire 
the installation of chapters early next year. Some 
of our members have taken the initiative in 
writing to the Extension Committee, to the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, or to the President to inquire 
about the procedures in forming new chapters. 
The increasing number of life and field mem- 
bers, in addition to the large number of initiates 
each year, means that more chapters will need 
to be formed to make certain that all will have 
a chance not only to keep in close touch with 
Pi Lambda Theta but more especially to enjoy 
opportunities for professional companionship 
and stimulation, An attempt has been made, 
as you know, to use a card of introduction when 
a member goes into a new community. Many 
members take the initiative themselves in look- 
ing up Pi Lambda Thetans and would prefer to 
participate actively in the local chapter than to 
retain membership in a chapter so far away that 
attendance is impossible. For the past two years 
a special letter has gone to all those whose 
names were about to be dropped from the ac- 
tive lists to urge them to continue their affilia- 
tion. This year a good response indicated the 
value of such a letter. It is not accurately known 
to what extent chapters have made use of the 
privilege of inviting “chapter guests” but it is 
hoped that some information on this point will 
be gathered during the group discussions of this 
Council. 

The name of one honorary member, Miss 
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Catherine Lee Carey, Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools in Los Angeles, was added to that 
distinguished list in May, 1941. 

All chapters have had at least one visit from 
4 national officer during the Biennium. For- 
tunately for all, some officers have had the 
privilege of meeting with more than one group. 
Your President, during her term of office, has 
been able to visit all but three of the chapters— 
Jota, Northern Indiana, and Alpha Xi, There is 
nothing like an official visit to create mutual 
understanding and good will, and to explain 
the aims, problems, and achievements of a chap- 
ter and of the national organization. If the 
budget allowance could be increased and the 
time of the officers were available, more visits 
should be made. 

One fine way by which official visits are being 
supplemented is by a national officer or com- 
mittee member attending state or regional meet- 
ings. Here may be assembled members from 
many chapters to discuss topics of general in- 
terest and to widen their professional acquaint- 
ances. Much is being accomplished through 
these meetings. From the number of requests 
that have come to have some discussion of the 
feasibility and desirability of state and regional 
meetings and the desire for the representatives 
from the same area to get together during this 
four-day period, there is evidence that other 
such meetings will be planned during the com- 
ing Biennium. These sessions can be invaluable 
to strengthen loyalties and to further our pur- 
poses between the meetings of Council and the 
visits of officers, but, needless to say, they should 
never take the place of them. 

Other opportunities for Pi Lambda Thetans 
to assemble are provided during the meetings 
of the American Association of School Admin- 
istrators, of the National Education Association, 
and of state and sectional education groups. The 
President has assigned the responsibility for the 
atrangement of these national get-togethers to 
some chapter or chapters. 

Much time and thought have been used to 
work out plans for the creation of a central office 
for Pi Lambda Theta and the employment of a 
full-time executive secretary. For the past year 
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the present part-time Executive Secretary, Mrs. 
Williams, has desired to terminate her employed 
services to the organization but characteristic of 
her loyalty to us, she has remained in office 
until a new secretary could be found. At the 
Executive Committee meeting preceding Coun- 
cil, Miss Elsie Jevons of Lincoln, Nebraska, was 
officially appointed to the position. She will 
begin her new duties August 1, 1941. The cen- 
tral office will be established in the city of 
which the president is a resident. 

Pi Lambda Theta has been fortunate in hav- 
ing the financial and legal advice of Mr. Joseph 
Deeken. With our increasing budget and grow- 
ing financial responsibilities, it has been a source 
of satisfaction and security to us officers and I 
hope to all of you to know that the best prin- 
ciples of business administration and account- 
ing have been followed. 

Instead of using your time now to restate and 
summarize what has been said in reports, in the 
JOURNAL, or in letters from the officers, may 
I make two requests? First, will you in some 
of your spare moments after you have returned 
from Council take a copy of the Constitution 
and reread the purposes of Pi Lambda Theta? 
Then will you recall what has been reported 
and discussed here, what has been the social 
and professional spirit of this Council and of 
your chapter as you know it. To what extent 
have the purposes been achieved? Is the or- 
ganization continuing its good beginning? 
Think carefully before you answer these ques- 
tions. 

Second, reread the purposes. In the light of 
events as we know them today, determine 
whether these purposes are still good, still ade- 
quate. What should Pi Lambda Theta strive for 
when the world of events about us is moving 
with such lightning speed. Do we still believe 
in education? What kind and to what end? 
And by what methods? What national evolution 
is desirable and how is it to be gained? What 
is the rdle of the individual, the educator, the 
Pi Lambda Thetan? May we think on these 
things, find our solution and relight our torches 
from the great torch of leadership that has 
come to us through this organization. 








Ring in the lew 


Changes in the executive committee of Pi Lambda 
Theta include election of four new officers, as 
well as appointment of a new JOURNAL editor 
and a full-time Executive Secretary. Pictures and 
biographical sketches will help to make “long 
distance” introductions somewhat easier. We 
hope that it may be the good fortune of many of 
our members to meet at least one executive of- 
ficer at some time in the near future. We present: 


HELEN M. WALKER, National President 
If members of Pi Lambda Theta seek informa- 


tion as to the professional status of Dr. H. M. 
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Walker, they can consult Who's Who in Ameri- 
ca, Who’s Who in American Education, ot 
American Men of Science. They will find that 
she has been at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, since 1925, where she is now Asso- 
ciate Professor of Education; that she has writ- 
ten and edited books on statistics and mathe- 
matics and other educational subjects, as well as 
frequent articles in professional periodicals ; that 
she studied for a semester at the University of 
London in the Galton Statistical Laboratory, and 
holds a Ph.D. degree from Columbia; that she 
is a member of various professional and tech- 
nical organizations, such as American Statistical 


Association, Mathematical Association of Amer. 
ica, Institute of Mathematical Statistics, 

If information is desired as to Helen M 
Walker's semi-professional extracurricular ac. 
tivities, the list runs about as follows: Foreign 
Policy Association; American Federation of 
Teachers; New York City Affairs Committee; 
Kappa Delta Pi; P.E.O. (she has been a char. 
ter member of two chapters, as her mother was 
a charter member of Chapter I of Iowa over 50 
years ago) ; National Board of Young Women’s 
Christian Association, and chairman of the 
Student Standards Study Committee, which 
undertook a national survey of the College 
Y.W.C.A., especially with respect to structure 
and organization; Pi Lambda Theta, into which 
she was initiated by Gamma chapter at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas while she was a member of 
the faculty there. In 1936-37 she was director 
of the National Study Program of Pi Lambda 
Theta and since 1939 has been National Vice- 
President. 

From all these achievements and connections 
one gains a fair impression of Professor Walk- 
er’s intellectual abilities and range of interests. 
From her students—they come from all races, 
lands, and creeds, men and women—comes the 
kind of praise that rates her as a teacher; the 
most frequent phrase heard is, ‘“‘She’s an artist.” 
Better still, they know she is their friend, to be 
called on in personal emergency as well as for 
professional advice. 

Add all these together and members of Pi 
Lambda Theta know they have a distinguished 
woman as their new National President, but 
they do not yet really know Helen Walker. They 
need to see her in her apartment high on Morn- 
ingside Drive, decked in a gay apron and busy 
about the things women are supposed to enjoy 
and which she really loves to do—making 4 


‘home for herself and her mother, sharing her 


gracious hospitality with many friends. Skill 
with statistics has never hurt Helen Walker's 
deftness with a skillet or whatever it takes to 
cook and serve a scrumptious dinner; she’s 2 
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slick artist among her pots and pans, Should 
one ask, “Can she make a cherry pie, Billy 
Boy?” the answer is, “And how!” In fact, when 
still a very young girl she built up a college 
fund for herself as a baker of pies. Keosauqua, 
Jowa, didn’t have to worry about its favorite 
dessert. 

So, to the string of degrees and other campus 
adornments, add the really important items of 
Helen Walker, the skilled homemaker, the al- 
ways tender, companionable daughter, the never- 
failing friend. 


HELEN F. OLSON, National Correspond- 
ing Secretary 
Elected to Zeta Chapter in 1922, Helen Olson 
has been an enthusiastic Pi Lambda Thetan ever 
since. For the past ten years she has been affil- 
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iated with the Washington Alumnz Chapter in 
Seattle, serving as secretary, vice-president, and 
president, as well as participating in the work 
of various chapter committees. In 1937 Miss 
Olson attended the Biennial Council at Inter- 
lochen; she has served on two national com- 
mittees—Eligibility and Extension. 

The new Corresponding Secretary was grad- 
uated from the University of Washington and 
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continued her studies at the University of Cali- 
fornia, at Stanford University and at Columbia. 

For the past eleven years she has taught at 
the Broadway High School, Seattle, Washing- 
ton, where she is now Head of the English De- 
partment. She has been active on many teacher 
committees and has sponsored and directed a 
number of student groups, identifying herself 
with the broad interests of school and com- 
munity. Miss Olson served as Secretary of the 
Seattle committee which took part in the Stan- 
ford Language-Arts Investigation. 

Helen Olson is a seasoned traveler, un- 
daunted by distance and weather. She proved 
to be a hardy air commuter during the 1941 
Council, between Excelsior Springs, Missouri, 
and Boston, though she will probably not soon 
forget New England’s “pea soup” fog which 
kept ceiling zero. Her return from Council to 
Seattle was made by way of Canada, Long 
Island, Washington, D.C., Florida, and the 
southern and western rim of the United States. 


MILDRED M. WHARTON, National 
Member-at-Large and Assistant Editor of 
Journal 
Time was when young men—and young 

women—went west to seek their fortunes. Our 

new Member-at-Large, however, is an example 
of a reverse trek. Her “fortune” brought her 
east. 

A native of Oregon, Miss Wharton received 
her public school education in Portland. In 1927 
she entered the University of Oregon, majored 
in mathematics, and played the piano for danc- 
ing lessons “‘to keep herself in pocket money.” 
Any spare time was devoted to Y.W.C.A., 
musical, and student government activities. In 
1930 she was elected to Kappa chapter of Pi 
Lambda Theta; during her senior year she be- 
came a charter member of Oregon Alpha chap- 
ter of Pi Mu Epsilon (mathematics honorary) 
and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

After receiving her B.A. degree she taught 
mathematics in Oregon high schools—first in 
Silverton, then in Oregon City, and later in 
Pendleton. During the summer of 1934 she 
went on a three months camping trip in the 
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southwest—California, Nevada, Arizona, and 
New Mexico—acquainting herself with the 
geology and Indian customs of that country. 
Bent on graduate study in the field of guid- 
ance and personnel and curious about the cities 
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of the east, Miss Wharton drove to Syracuse 
University in the summer of 1935 to accept ap- 
pointment as a student dean. For two years she 
served as head resident of an undergraduate 
girls’ dormitory and worked toward an M.A. 
degree. Part of her time was devoted to research 
for the New York State Regents’ Survey. While 
on the campus she affiliated with Beta chapter 
of Pi Lambda Theta, holding the position of 
treasurer for 1936-37. It was during this year 
that she became a recipient of one of the first 
Pi Lambda Theta Loans. To quote her: “I 
doubt that I could have remained to receive 
my M.A. degree, as I did in 1937, had it not 
been for this financial assistance.’’ 

From June 1937 to September 1941 Miss 
Wharton has been on the staff of the Research 
Division of the National Education Association 
in Washington, D.C. Now she is beginning new 
duties as assistant to the Director of Public Re- 
lations in the same organization. Since moving 


to Washington she has affiliated with Alpha 
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Theta chapter of Pi Lambda Theta and seryed 
as program chairman for 1940-41. She has been 
a member of the National Advisory Committee 
of the JOURNAL and was a member of the 
committee which prepared the Pi Lambda Theta 
leaflet published in 1939. 

Mildred Wharton is an active member of 
the Washington Branch of the American As. 
sociation of University Women, having served 
on the legislative committee, the elections com. 
mittee, and as chairman of a social problems 
seminar studying defense migration. 

West or East of the Rocky Mountains, Miss 
Wharton finds life interesting and full of pur. 
poseful things to be done. 


DR. ANITA SHEMWELL DOWELL, Ne. 
tional Keeper-of-Records 


A native of Baltimore, educated in the public 
and private elementary schools of Maryland, Dr. 
Dowell has combined interest in and concern for 
education with the rich experience of wide 
travel, both here and abroad. From the Girls 
Latin School of Baltimore she went to Goucher 
College for her B.A., to Columbia University 
for her M.A., and to Johns Hopkins University 
for her Ph.D. degree; meanwhile there were 
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additional studies at the Marine Biological Lab- 
oratories at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, and 
with the National Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness at the University of California. 

Dr. Dowell had taught in the elementary and 
normal schools of Maryland; at Horace Mann 
School, Columbia University; and at present is 
Director of Health Education and Assistant to 
the President of the State Teachers College at 
Towson, Maryland. Summer positions have been 
held at Oregon Agricultural College, Monmouth 
Normal School, Marion County Health Demon- 
stration in Oregon, and the University of Cali- 
fornia. Her attendance at Council this sum- 
mer entailed special leave in order to fly from 
the University of Florida where she was teach- 
ing in the Summer Session. 

Along the academic route Dr. Dowell has 
collected such honors as a scholarship to Woods 
Hole, awarded by Goucher College; a scholar- 
ship for summer study at the University of Cali- 
fornia, awarded by the National Study for the 
Prevention of Blindness; and a European 
Traveling Fellowship, awarded by the American 
Child Health Association. She is a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi. 

The author of Physical Disability of Teachers 
in the White Elementary Schools of Baltimore 
and co-author of Health Education in the State 
Teachers College at Towson, Maryland, has 
written several magazine articles and reports and 
has been a frequent contributor to the Pi 
Lambda Theta JOURNAL. 


ELSIE M. JEVONS, Executive Secretary 


Pi Lambda Theta’s new full-time executive 
secretary is an enthusiastic member of our as- 
sociation. Elsie M. Jevons is a graduate of the 
University of Nebraska, receiving a B.Sc. in 
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education and an M.A. with a major in econom- 
ics, from that institution. She was elected to 
Omicron Chapter, Pi Lambda Theta, as an un- 
dergraduate member, having held the offices of 
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Vice-President and Keeper-of-Records. She is 
also a member of Phi Beta Kappa. Teaching ex- 
perience in elementary schools and business col- 
lege preceded the appointment as secretary to 
the Dean of Teachers College, Nebraska Univer- 
sity which she has held for several years. 

Her present position brings her to an office 
at Columbia University, in close proximity to 
Dr. Walker and this should be a satisfactory 
arrangement for everyone concerned. Just now, 
Miss Jevons is setting herself to the herculean 
task of getting files, records, and furniture in 
their proper places in her new office. She hasn't 
had much time yet to engage in some of her 
favorite sports. 


Epitor’s NOTE: Gratitude is hereby expressed to 
Mary Isham James Green, Alpha Epsilon, for 
biographical data on new officers, Material for 
Dr. Walker's sketch was first printed in the Oc- 


tober, 1939, JOURNAL. 





Sributes 


HE ELECTION of new Officers at the N THE LAST evening of the Council the 

Twelfth Biennial Council brought the re- National Officers of the past Biennium Som 
tirement of three Executive Committee mem- were presented gifts in appreciation of the many} brea 
bers, the JouRNAL Editor, and the Executive hours of service they had given to the national = 
Secretary. These women have been faithful in organization. They have requested that the} help 
their service to Pi Lambda Theta and we voice JOURNAL quote them as follows: om * 
the sentiment of every member in paying tribute “We wish to thank the chapters most sin. Repc 
to their outstanding leadership, helpful counsel, cerely for the beautiful gifts so thoughtfully 
enthusiasm, and energy. Their efficiency, cheer- chosen, so artistically wrapped, so graciously 
fulness, cordiality, and sympathy have won the and cleverly presented. Everyone is delighted Introd 
hearts of all with whom they have come in con- by the signed floral prints by Grant Wood. EAcH 
tact. Surely their presence at Executive Com- Please consider this a collective note expressing f steady 
mittee sessions will be missed. We hope that our deep gratitude for this special evidence of } numb 
they will be able to continue to share their your friendship. First you give us the privilege } ments 
vision for our organization by participating ac- of doing work in the value and importance of f of bu 
tively through service on various committees. which we believe, then you give us your co- been 
In the critical days ahead we shall need their operation for the accomplishment of that work, f Execu 





experienced counsel more than ever. and then you reward us thus!” most 
organ 
tional 
our |i 
- forwa 
4 Lamb 
Repo: 
Sir 
My Symphony 16,5¢ 
; , 5,242 
To live content with small means; 

To seek elegance rather than luxury, and refinement 39 c 
rather than fashion; Lif 
To be worthy, not respectable, and wealthy, not rich; Ne 
To listen to stars and birds, babes and sages with open Ol 
heart; 
To study hard; I 
To think quietly, act frankly, talk gently, await occa- I 
sions, hurry never; ‘ 

In a word to let the spiritual, unbidden and uncon- 
scious grow up through the common— Si 
This is my symphony. plus 
WILLIAM HENRY CHANNING in A stitul 
Golden Treasury on the Art of Living, Thet 
published by the National Education cont: 
Association, Washington, D.C. chap 
we ¢ 
Thet 
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Some of us have difficulty in visualizing the 
breadth and depth of Pi Lambda Theta’s scope 
and activities. The following reports, which your 
editor has taken the liberty of summarizing, may 
help to make us all conscious of the heartbeat of 
our great national organization. 


Report of the Executive Secretary 
KATHRYN M. WILLIAMS 


Introduction 

EACH YEAR our reviews show the strong and 
steady growth of Pi Lambda Theta not only in 
numbers, but also in interest and accomplish- 
ments, Growth naturally means a greater volume 
of business for a central office and that has 
been the case particularly in recent years. The 
Executive Secretaryship has up to now been al- 
most entirely devoted to routine affairs of the 
organization. The National Officers and Na- 
tional Committees, and their loyal support by 
our large membership, are responsible for the 
forward-looking policies and fine progress of Pi 
Lambda Theta. 


Report on Membership 


Since the founding of Pi Lambda Theta 
16,506 members have been initiated. This year 
5,242 members are active in the organization, in 
39 college chapters and 19 alumnz chapters. 


Ce a an Se Pe ap a 596 
New members since July, 1940 ...1,396 
Old members 
paying active dues ............ 2,308 
paying chapter field dues ...... 668 
paying national field dues ..... 274 


Total 5,242 


Since members paying annual assessments, 
plus honorary, life and associate members, con- 
stitute almost entirely the body of Pi Lambda 
Thetans with whom we are able to maintain 
contact by sending the JOURNAL, national and 
chapter communications, etc., and from whom 
we expect and receive support in Pi Lambda 
Theta activities, the following figures are im- 
portant to show our increasing strength: 





Reports and {Recommendations 


July 1939—June 1941 


Members paying active or field dues 


ss cae eas cab eee tas oat 2,599 
SRDS sik ag edn seb ash deuweeen 2,680 
Biennium, 1935-37 .......2ss05 5,279 
Ey eee ere per eo 3,410 
NGS bik ae sn neg as weed hae 3,560 
Biennium, 1937-39 ............- 6,970 
SN 6 dh 55 acsdasnen ees 4,178 
I aes aihe nts ky skint 4,646 
Biennium, 1939-41 ..........00. 8,824 


This is an 
Biennium. 


increase of over 25% during this 


Report on Life Membership 


Activity in life membership accounts has in- 
creased very rapidly in recent years, particularly 
since the work of the National Committee on 
Life Memberships has enlisted the co-operation 
of the chapters. It is especially good to note 
that the number of chapters having life mem- 
bers has doubled since 1938. There are now 
596 total life members. 


Report on Loan Fund 


Since the establishment of the Loan Fund 
we have had applications from thirty people. 
Loans have been made to fifteen women, mainly 
for graduate study. A total of $5,900.00 in 
loans has been approved, and almost half of it 
has already been repaid. All loan recipients ex- 
cept one have been able to meet obligations 
when due. 

During the Biennium 1939-41 the Loan Fund 
Board has considered 15 applications, and has 
made six loans totaling $2,100.00. 





Report of Treasurer 

RUTH KENNEY 
WHEN I became treasurer the early part of 
September, 1939, all June, July, and August 
bills had been paid and the Council expenses 
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settled. At that time, the amount of cash in the 
General Fund was $8,212.21, the major portion 
of which was wisely invested in savings ac- 
counts, with a small checking account, in the 
Mellon National Bank, Pittsburgh. In the Life 
Membership Fund, the balance was $8,003.57, 
practically all invested in savings accounts. The 
ten outstanding loans totaled $3,541.98. 

When the estimated June, 1941 bills, includ- 
ing Council expenses are paid, we shall have in 
our General Fund something over $10,000. 
During the summer months our income is al- 
ways much less than our disbursements ; thus, by 
September, 1941, we shall probably have about 
$9,000 in this fund. 

The Life Membership fund is 
$10,256.55, and it is invested in savings ac- 
counts. This is an increase of $2,250.00 in the 
Biennium, making available additional funds 
for loans and publications. The Loan Fund Com- 
mittee has made a splendid record. 

In the fall of 1939, I was appointed a com- 
mittee of one to investigate the possibilities of 
holding the 1941 Council in the Ozarks. Some 
places had been visited previously, but that as- 
signment gave me the excuse of week-end trips 
to various Ozark towns. They were for the most 
part pleasure jaunts for which I was glad to buy 
gasoline. On only one day trip was I allowed 
“mileage.” You know the results of my journeys 
which I do wish you might have shared—it is 
that we are now meeting at the Elms. 

On May 25, 1940, I had the honor and privi- 
lege of installing the Council Bluffs Alumnz 
Chapter. Remembrance of the gracious hospi- 
tality of those members still makes a warm spot 
in my heart. I want to thank them for their 
kindness to me. 

In the Kansas City Alumnz Chapter I have 
many real friends and it has been a joy to meet 
often with them. I suspect that I should pay 
dues to their treasurer as I know that I am a 
more regular attendant than some of their mem- 


now 


bers. The co-operation of that chapter in Coun- , 


cil plans has been splendid. In fact, I cannot 
imagine better co-operation than all eight of the 
hostess chapters have so generously given. To 
each of these eight chapters I extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation. 
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My work as treasurer has included: 


Acting on the Loan Fund Board; 

Serving as chairman of the Finance Committee: 

Advising with local treasurers; 

Carrying on correspondence with officers and 
members ; 

And lastly, serving as chairman of the Commit. 
tee on General Arrangements for Coungil, 
chairman of Registration, and chairman of 
Transportation and Reservation Committees. 


It has been work, yes—but it has also been in. 
teresting and stimulating. Best of all, it ha 


been an opportunity to know you and to help 
little in the work of Pi Lambda Theta. 





Report of the Committee on 
Honorary Members 


BESS GOODYKOONTZ, Chairman 


FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE: 


In appointing the Committee on Honorary 
Members, the National President gave this com: 
mission: to review the present procedures it 
electing honorary members and to make any 
recommendations for change which seem de 
sirable. 


Present Procedures in Electing Honorary Mem 
bers: 


A. The Constitution defines an honorary mem 


ber as “a woman upon whom membershij 
has been conferred by the National Exec 
tive Committee upon the recommendation o! 
either a college or an alumnz chapter, be 
cause her work as an educator has given he 
national prominence as a school administra 
tor or as a research scholar or as an author 
or leader in educational work” (p. 12). 
B. The Officers’ Handbook further defines out 
policy: ‘‘National honorary members may be 
located anywhere in the United States. ls 
general, they shall have at least such ac 
demic history as is required of candidate 
for chapter membership. They shall be 
women of such national prominence as to b 
known to members throughout the country 
They shall be active women whose member 
ship will be of value and continuing hono: 
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to the organization. It is probably advan- 
tageous to have them at places where they 
will be of service to local chapters as well 
as to the national group. For further advice 
write to the National Corresponding Secre- 
tary” (p. 28). 

C. The History shows (p. 57) that there have 
been a number of changes in the procedure 
for the election of honorary members; for 
example, that in 1917 an honorary member 
was a person of “State or national promi- 
nence”; that in 1923 the requirement was 
changed to “national prominence’’; that in 
1917 the nomination was made “by a chap- 
ter,” and that the chapter was expected to 
accompany the nomination “with complete 
information about the candidate’s qualifica- 
tions”; and that in 1934 the chapter was 
relieved of the obligation of providing this 
material and ‘‘securing of material assigned 
to Corresponding Secretary of the Executive 
Committee.” 


D. Our records show that at present there are 
35 national honorary members. 


Problems Involved in Election of Honorary 
Members: 


A. Whom does Pi 
“honor”? — 

There seem to be three distinct groups for 
whom honorary membership in some form has 
been considered. First, there are the persons who 
have rendered conspicuous service to education 
in some community or state, or on some campus; 
who are not eligible to active Pi Lambda Theta 
membership, but whose affiliation with a local 
chapter would honor both the persons and the 
chapters involved. Second, are those women 
whose work in education has, as the Constitu- 
tion says, given them “national prominence” ; 
whose contributions to our mutual profession 
we should like to honor; and whose acceptance 
of membership would in turn honor Pi Lambda 
Theta, Third are those of our own members of 
Pi Lambda Theta who have rendered some spe- 
cial service or achieved some special distinction, 
which a chapter or the national organization it- 
self should like to recognize. 


Lambda Theta wish to 
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B. What are the appropriate ways for Pi 
Lambda Theta to extend these honors? 

1. There are two ways already available to 
chapters to pay honor locally to persons whom 
they wish to have some special tie to their chap- 
ters. The first is through associate membership, 
which under conditions stated in the Constitu- 
tion may be conferred on women who “have 
shown marked achievement in the field of edu- 
cation.” The other way is by “guest member- 
ship,” as authorized by the National Executive 
Committee at its 1940 annual meeting. “Guest 
membership” may be conferred by the chapters 
which desire to broaden their contacts or to 
show appreciation of any distinguished woman 
in their immediate areas by inviting such per- 
sons as chapter guests, for a period of from one 
to three years. 

2. As to a way of honoring women who are 
already active members of Pi Lambda Theta, 
chapters are apparently finding it increasingly 
desirable but nevertheless difficult to achieve. To 
elect an active member to honorary membership 
seems confusing. Some assistance in this prob- 
lem should be given by the National Executive 
Committee. 

3. At the present time procedures for nomi- 
nation, election, and initiation of national honor- 
ary members vary considerably. Election is al- 
ways by the National Executive Committee but 
nominations arise either from a chapter or chap- 
ters or from the National Executive Committee 
itself. If the National Executive Committee orig- 
inates a nomination, it makes all the prelimi- 
nary investigations and prepares the records of 
the person’s special qualifications for member- 
ship. If the nomination originates with a chap- 
ter, a considerable amount of substantiating ma- 
terial may be submitted to the National Execu- 
tive Committee, or the chapter may simply nomi- 
nate a candidate and ask the National Executive 
Committee to make the necessary investigations. 
This part of the procedure has frequently in the 
past caused difficulty. If the chapter sends little 
or no supporting material, the National Execu- 
tive Committee may be unable to find a satisfac- 
tory basis for action; if the chapter collects a 
great amount of material, the candidate or her 
friends may learn of the pending action and be 
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embarrassed whichever way the National Execu- 
tive Committee decides ; some chapters may hesi- 
tate to appear to be using pressure, and may 
therefore give the National Executive Committee 
too little evidence; others may, in their anxiety 
to do everything expected, seem almost to stage 
a campaign. 

Initiation of the candidate has provided simi- 
lar difficulties. If the National Executive Com- 
mittee asks a chapter to initiate a national hon- 
orary member, the member may sense little 
relationship to the national organization. Fur- 
thermore, misunderstandings sometimes arise 
which lead to such statements as these: “Our 
chapter has no national honorary member, while 
some other chapters have two or three’; or 
“Why can’t each chapter have a national hon- 
orary member?” Apparently some clarification 
of procedures is needed here. 


Recommendations: 


After careful consideration of the enumerated 
problems and the suggestions received from nu- 
merous sources, the Committee recommends as 
follows: 


1. That there be no change in the procedure 
for election of associate members and guest 
members as a means of honoring distinguished 
women by chapter membership, but that at the 
end of this next biennium there be a study made 
of the experience of chapters in conferring these 
two types of membership. 


2. That plans be worked out by the National 
Executive Committee and by chapters for paying 
honor to women who are already members of 
Pi Lambda Theta but who have during the cur- 
rent year achieved some signal success. Such 
plans might include “Recognition Day’ or 
“Honor Day” in each chapter; a special issue 
of the chapter news letter; a page, or depart- 
ment, in the Pi Lambda Theta JOURNAL; some 
occasion for announcement at each Biennial 
Council. If such appropriate means are de- 
veloped, it will then be unnecessary to consider 
election of a member of Pi Lambda Theta to an 
honorary membership. 


3. That the following procedures be de- 
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veloped for the election and initiation of 
tional honorary members: 


a. The appointment of a National Committee 
on Honorary Members to hold office for 
biennium, at least one member of which 
is a member of the National Executive 
Committee. 


b. An annual canvass by the National Com. 
mittee of persons eligible for election as 
national honorary members. This canvass 
should include careful consideration of all 
persons suggested by chapters and by in- 
dividual members, as well as others whom 
the Committee itself proposes. The canvass 
should be made by correspondence, by 
questionnaire, or by other means devised by 
the Committee. 


c. Nomination made by the National Com- 
mittee to the National Executive Commit- 
tee of a candidate or candidates for national} 
honorary membership, annually or bi- 
annually as the Committee sees fit. 


d. Election of honorary members and notifi- 
cation of election sent to the person or per- 
sons by the National Executive Committee, 
and arrangements made for initiation by 
the National Executive Committee itself at 
some appropriate time. It is thought that 
appropriate times might be the Biennial 
Council, or some national educational meet- 
ing which many Pi Lambda Thetans will 
be attending. 


e. Arrangements by the National Executive 
Committee for enlisting the interest and 
services of national honorary members in 
the activities of Pi Lambda Theta, For ex- 
ample, a new member might be asked to be 
guest speaker at the customary February 
banquet, or the summer meeting at the time 
of the National Education Association 
meeting; or she might be invited to take 
part in the Biennial Council meetings. In- 
sofar as possible, arrangements should also 
be worked out so that new honorary mem- 
bers are made to feel at home in any chap- 
ters of Pi Lambda Theta accessible to them. 
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Report of the Pi Lambda Theta 
Journal Editor 


ETHEL MABIE FALK 


Editorial Policy of the JOURNAL as adopted by 
the 1939 Council 
1, The JOURNAL serves the following purposes: 

To inform all members of the official ac- 
tions of the Biennial Councils and of the 
Executive Committee, including reports of 
officers and of special committees. 

To provide space for national program 
material, bibliographies and related articles. 

To provide a means of informing chap- 
ters of the activities and policies of other 
chapters. 

To give publicity to such news of members 
as may be of national interest, with special 
emphasis upon contributions of our members 
to education in its broadest interpretation. 

. The editor, members of the Advisory Com- 
mittee, JOURNAL correspondents, and all 
other contributors serve without remunera- 


nm 


tion, 

3, Chapter officers and members, members of 
The Executive Committee, and of other na- 
tional committees are responsible for sup- 
plying material or for suggesting contribu- 
tors to the editor. 

. The editor is at all times open to suggestions 
from any members of the organization as to 
the type of material to be published. 

. The Biennial Council in its discussions de- 
termines the publication policy of the Jour- 
NAL for the coming biennium. 

. The JOURNAL is published quarterly in Oc- 
tober, December, March and May of each 
year. 

This policy will be discussed, revised, and 
amplified by the delegates of the 1941 Council. 


bd. 


al 


aN 


Figures of Interest 


Average number of copies printed during 
biennium 1937-39 
Average number of copies printed—Octo- 
ber 1939-May, 1940 
Average number of copies printed—Octo- 
ber 1940-May, 1941 
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Financial Report 
Income 


Budget allowance, as provided 
by 1939 Council ......... $3,500.00 
Remainder from 1937-39 budget 384.65 
(Assigned by the Executive 
Committee, June, 1939, 
for publication of Re- 
search Monograph, listed 
below as #Supplement to 
December, 1939, issue.) 
Additional allowance, as pro- 
vided by Executive Commit- 
mittee, June, 1940 


pis ihantigal stikMeaden tid decal $4,384.65 


Expenditures 
For JOURNAL printing 
and mailing 
October, 1939, issue 
(4,700 copies) 36 
OS vivcancabaes $449.25 
December, 1939, is- 
sue (5,250 copies) 
ag 426.25 
Supplement to De- 
cember, 1939, is- 
sue 
March, 1940, issue 
(5,625 copies) 36 
OES. -cictee Puan mh 
May, 1940, issue 
(4,900 copies) 40 
Pp. 
October, 1940, issue 
(5,500 copies) 40 
tice ks sis 
December, 1940, is- 
sue (5,630 copies) 
Se ere 
March, 1941, issue 
(4,700 copies) 40 
a ee 
May, 1941, issue 
(5,300 copies) 56 
PP. 


389.68 


506.17 


458.64 


503.71 
474.02 


452.64 


MO cate we ik Scarce aie wed $4,287.79 


Binding and mailing 66 copies, 
volume 16-17, December 16, 
1939 

Expenses of editor, typing and 
postage, membership in Edu- 
cational Press Association . . 


95.99 


ead ghee Re a ee $4,478.49 
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Listing in “Education Index” 


Correspondence has been carried on for some 


PI LAMBDA THETA JOURNA} 
School Life (U. S. Office of Education) 


Journal of the American Assoctation of Unj 


Cc 


versity Women 
Independent Woman 
Women’s Press 


time with the H. W. Wilson Company with re- 
gard to the listing of the JOURNAL articles in 
Education Index. We have the assurance that 
this will be done in the near future. Such list- 


ing comes as a result of requests by librarians It 3 
in those libraries that subscribe to the Educa- APPRECIATIONS ai 
tion Index. Our members can do much to help The editor wishes to express appreciation to of 
interest librarians in using the JOURNAL. Con- 41) contributors and to the following members ane 
tributions of bound volumes to libraries might o¢ the Advisory Committee: wh 
be a factor in stimulating interest. Evaline Dowling Ethel Hightower gre 


Erna Mae Henke Mildred Wharton in 


Exchanges 
Marion Happ 
The following magazines are on the exchange Repor 
list for the JOURNAL: To Harold Haberman and to other members 
The Education Digest of the staff of the George Banta Publishing 
The Elementary School Journal Company, Menasha, Wisconsin, we owe appre§ THE pf 
The Key (Kappa Kappa Gamma) ciation for efficient and generous help with} 5 a0 © 
The Phi Delta Kappan publication problems. which ¥ 
The Child (U. S. Dept. of Labor, Children’s Kathryn Williams, by her accurate care of the} out plat 
Bureau ) mailing list, has relieved the editor of much} Fellows 
The P.E.O. Record detailed work. purpost 
Journal of the National Association of Deans Members of the Executive Committee and off past ™ 
of Women all national committees have been helpful. outlinis 
Fellows 
ee to both 
and to 
The articles of the democratic faith have never been : va 
codified. They are recorded in the carefully preserved tive Ce 
sayings and writings of the great prophets and seers tional | 
of mankind, even as they may be found in the fugitive has bee 
utterances and letters of ordinary men and women, in The Pr 
the songs and lamentations of the oppressed. They selecte 
are embodied in customs and institutions—in the pub- 
lic school, the Bill of Rights, courts of justice, rep oom 
resentative legislatures, systems of law, and ethical ing in 
codes, Although the boundaries of this faith are elastic them. 
and changing, the following articles, related and inter- In s 
woven, must be included progra 
First, the individual human being is of surpassing 
worth aces 
Second, the earth and human culture belong to all membs 
men Lambe 
Third, men can and should rule themselves signifi 
Fourth, the human mind can be trusted and should teliabl 
be set free achiev 
Fifth, the method of peace is superior to that of wayr ; 
Sixth, racial, cultural, and political minorities should gation 
be tolerated, respected, and valued strive 
lem ar 


lieves 
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7) DP; Lambda Sheta llational Study 
Awards Program for 1941-42 


It was decided at Council that the resources of the Committtee on Studies and Awards 
and of the National Study Program Committee should be combined under the direction 
of the Committee on Studies and Awards. Dr. Marion Anderson, associated with Ginn 


sake and Company, Boston, Massachusetts, is the chairman of this newly organized committee, 
whose work will be to stimulate and direct a co-operative research project, prepare pro- 
or gram materials for use of individual chapters, and publicize research awards to be made 
on in 1943. 
Report of Committee on Studies and Awards 
nembers MARION ANDERSON 
blishing 


e appre) THE present Committee on Studies and Awards 
Ip with} is an outgrowth of the Fellowship Committee 
which was appointed in 1938 to make and carry 
e of the) out plans for the use of the Ella Victoria Dobbs 
f much} Fellowship, an annual grant of $1,000 for the 
purpose of encouraging research, During the 
and off past months, the Committee has been at work 
ul. outlining a program that will secure from this 
Fellowship Fund increasingly significant values 
to both individual members of Pi Lambda Theta 
and to the entire group. 

With the advice and assistance of the Execu- 
tive Committee, a plan for integrating the na- 
tional study program and the research program 
has been formulated and a single broad subject, 
The Professional Problems of Women, has been 
selected. Both the plan and the subject were 
presented to the delegates at the Council Meet- 
ing in Excelsior Springs and were approved by 
them. 

In setting up a combined study and research 
program and in selecting a subject, three aims 
were uppermost in the minds of the Committee 
members: first, to stimulate members of Pi 
lambda Theta to explore a new field of utmost 
significance to them, and one about which little 
teliable information is available; second, to 
achieve the unity which results from the investi- 
gation of a common problem; and third, to 
strive to develop a wider interest in this prob- 
lem among research workers. The Committee be- 
lieves that all members of Pi Lambda Theta will 





not only be interested in learning more about 
The Professional Problems of Women, but will 
also be eager to stimulate the investigation of 
the subject by research workers. 

The plan, as approved by the Council, has 
three parts, all focusing on the greater under- 
standing of The Professional Problems of Wom- 
en. First, the National Study Committee will 
prepare outlines and study guides on the chosen 
subject for use by the chapters at the meetings 
of the year. Second, awards for distinctive 
studies bearing on the subject have been an- 
nounced and will be granted in 1943. It is 
hoped that this early announcement will en- 
courage the investigation of a field that has not 
been widely explored. A complete copy of the 
announcement of awards accompanies the re- 
port. Third, an investigation by the chapters 
of a single aspect of the subject has been 
planned as a co-operative project for the pres- 
ent year, 1941-42. 

The topic chosen for investigation by the 
chapters is The Status of Women in Schools of 
Education and Related Departments in Univer- 
sities and Teachers Colleges. It is to be a ques- 
tionnaire study, the data for which will be 
collected by the active and alumnz chapters for 
institutions within the local area, This proposed 
study will have two parts: the first will show the 
relative number and rank of women holding 
positions in the selected universities and col- 
leges ; the second part will give information con- 
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cerning the background, training, and experi- 
ence of the women holding these positions. It is 
believed that the study will answer these ques- 
tions, among others: (1) In which types of 
positions are women most likely to achieve suc- 
cess? (2) Is there any pattern of training and 
experience which is most likely to lead to suc- 
cess, and if so, what are its characteristics? The 
Fellowship Fund for 1941-42 makes available 
the sum of $1,000 for the necessary expenses 
of carrying on the investigation and reporting 


PI LAMBDA THETA JOURNAL 


the findings. Further information concerning j 
will be sent to each chapter early in October, 
It is the hope of the Committee that this ugj. 
fied program will meet with the enthusiastic 
support of all members of Pi Lambda Theta 
and that it will result in a more complete under. 
standing of a subject of common interest. It js 
the further hope of the Committee that it will 
result in the preparation of a series of research 
studies in which our organization may take real 


pride. 





STUDY PROGRAM, 1941-42 


THE STUDY program for 1941-42 is built around 
the same general theme as the research pro- 
gram, namely, The Professional Problems of 
Women, and, in order that the two may sup- 
plement and reinforce each other, both are un- 
der the general chairmanship of Dr. Marion 
Anderson. A subcommittee, appointed to pre- 
pare program material, has Miss E. Louise 
Noyes of Pasadena, California, as subchairman. 
The members of this subcommittee are Mar- 
garet Martin Conant of Belmont, California; 
Josephine Braucher Fugate of Wichita, Kansas; 
Margaret Ball Lehman of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia; Clara Menger of St. Louis, Missouri; 
Lois Gurnee Sinnigen of Hawthorne, New Jer- 
sey; and Lucille Wallace of Dayton, Ohio. 


Study materials are to be developed around 
four main topics: 


1. What are the professional problems of 
women ? 


2. What personal traits are requisite for pro- 
fessional success ? 

3. What is the rdle of the professional wom- 

an in the conservation of human values in 

a time of national emergency? 

4. How can women leaders help develop and 

conserve the spiritual resources of the 

country ? 

The committee requests each chapter to keep 

a record of significant local applications of 

these topics, human interest stories which may 

throw valuable light upon them, promising sug- 

gestions for research, and other materials or 

ideas brought out in the discussions which seem 

to be of general interest. At the end of the year, 

will chapters please send all materials and sug- 

gestions to national headquarters. 

During the year, the committee plans to send 

out a questionnaire on which chapters may re- 

cord their reactions to the program and sugges- 
tions for improvement. 


Pt LAME 
1943, fe 


A STUD 
membe! 
of Pi L 


AN UD 
granted 
way re 
Lambd 
of any 


THREE 
mittee 
in whi 


addres 


MARIc 
HAZE 
MARG 
CLEO 
FLOR! 





URNAL 


erning it 
ctober, 
this uni. 
thusiastic 
a Theta 
fe under. 
est. It is 
it it will 
research 
take teal 


for pro- 


| wom- 
ilues in 


lop and 
of the 


o keep 
ons of 
h may 
1g sug: 
ials or 
1 seem 
e year, 
d sug- 


) send 
ay fe- 
1gges- 





Pi Lambda Sheta 


Pi Lambda Theta National Association of Women in Education 
Announces Three Awards for Research 
From the Fund known as the Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship 


AWARDS 


pt LAMBDA THETA announces three awards of $250 each, to be granted on or before September 15, 
1943, for significant research studies in education. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES 


A stuby may be submitted by any person of graduate standing or by any member or group of 
members of Pi Lambda Theta, whether or not engaged at present in educational work. A chapter 
of Pi Lambda Theta shall also be eligible for the awards. 


SUBJECT FOR RESEARCH 
PROFESSIONAL PROBLEMS OF WOMEN 


AN UNPUBLISHED study on any aspect of the subject given above may be submitted. No study 
granted an award shall become the property of Pi Lambda Theta, nor shall Pi Lambda Theta in any 
way restrict the subsequent publication of a study for which an award is granted, except that Pi 
Lambda Theta shall have the privilege of inserting an introductory statement in the printed form 
of any study for which an award is made. 


SUBMISSION OF STUDY 


THREE copies of the final report of the completed research study shall be submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Studies and Awards by June 1, 1943. Information concerning the awards and the form 
in which the final report shall be prepared will be furnished upon request. All inquiries should be 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Studies and Awards. 


COMMITTEE ON STUDIES AND AWARDS 


MaRION ANDERSON, Ginn and Company, Statler Building, Boston, Massachusetts, Chairman 
Haze, Davis, Research Division, National Education Association, Washington, D.C. 
Marcaret McKim, Lyman Hall, High School, Wallingford, Connecticut. 

CLEO MURTLAND, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

FLORENCE H. WILSON, West Newton, Massachusetts 
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POLicy 

The Pi Lambda Theta JOURNAL is ex- 
tremely significant not only as a house organ but 
as the most important channel through which a 
comprehensive understanding of the place of 
our organization in the professional world may 
be gained. The development of JOURNAL 
themes should help us achieve a unity of 
thought and purpose, should stimulate each and 
every one to new undertakings, and should ring 
a challenge to our ever increasing group of 
initiates, 

Your JOURNAL Committee is anxious to put 
out a publication which will be of interest and 
help to our association and of research value 
to all students of Education. Plans have been 
laid for the coming Biennium, themes have 
been chosen, and procedures set up; all of these 
are flexible and subject to any changes which 
may seem to inure to the benefit of our reader 
members. We will be grateful for your continu- 
ing interest in our efforts to make the JOURNAL 
outstanding, and for your contribution of ar- 
ticles, suggestions, and criticisms. Let us all take 
an active part in this great project of JOURNAL 
publication. 


BIENNIUM THEME 


The Service of Professional Women 
in American Democracy 


Because we are an educational association, a 
goodly number of our members are engaged in 
some form of teaching, but certainly our inter- 
ests and activities are in no way limited to class- 
room techniques and procedures. Many Pi 
Lambda Thetans have entered into allied fields 
of education: research, clinical psychology, 
supervision, administration, editorial work, 
radio, public relations, and the like. Some have 
turned to other professions, the more coura- 
geous to pioneer in new fields for women. Still 
others have relinquished professional careers to 
become home makers and to volunteer their 
valuable services for the benefit of their com- 
munities. Thousands of Pi Lambda Thetans at 


work over the length and breadth of this land 
—the sum total of their influence would stagger 
the imagination! 

Needless to say, the very times in which we 
live force us to think more deeply than ever 
before concerning the rdle of professional wom. 
en in the world today and in the days to come. 
What are Pi Lambda Thetans doing? What ob- 
stacles have they overcome in their chosen pro- 
fessions ? What is the place of the professional 
woman in American democracy? Which is the 
road ahead ? 

These questions will be answered by our 
members in the next seven issues of the Jour- 
NAL. Our theme, The Service of Professional 
Women in American Democracy, should ac- 
quaint us with what our members are doing and 
how they are thinking so that we may be te- 
freshed and stimulated to new heights of en- 
deavor. Moreover, it should suggest the role of 
professional women in the future. 

The following schedule of topics and dates 
has been suggested and is, of course, subject to 
change with sufficient notice: 


December, 1941—Professional Women in 
Health Service and Science 

March, 1942—Professional Women in Gov- 
ernment Service 

May, 1942—Professional Women in Com- 
munity and Home Service 

October, 1942—Professional Women in So- 
cial Service 

December, 1942—Professional Women in 
Creative Arts 

March, 1943—Professional Women in Per- 
sonnel and Management 

May, 1943—Professional Women in the 
Field of Communications 


Each issue will present five or six major at- 
ticles of approximately 1,500 words written by 
Pi Lambda Thetans engaged in these selected 
fields; we will continue the symposiums of brief 
250 word articles by as many chapter repre 
sentatives as we may be able to solicit. 
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PROCEDURE 

Members of the JOURNAL Advisory Commit- 
tee will be in contact with chapter presidents and 
JOURNAL correspondents, as well as with the 
Delegates to Council. Of interest to ail mem- 
bers, and particularly to those not affiliated with 
college chapters, are mews notes concerning 
chapter research projects as well as pertinent in- 
formation about members: honors received, 
changes of position, titles of speeches and pub- 
lications, and election to office in other profes- 
sional organizations, Readers should get in touch 
with their local correspondent or directly with 
the editorial staff. 


DECEMBER JOURNAL 


The December JOURNAL will discuss Profes- 
sional Women in Health Service and Science. 
Aspects of the past, present, and future of this 
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vital field of work will be presented. We're 
going to hear much of the new slogan Hale 
America in the days to come. Already great 
numbers of prominent women have volunteered 
their time and energy for this government plan 
of civilian defense. Many of our members have 
been engaged in efforts to build up and preserve 
the health of our citizens in every walk of life. 
We want to hear from them. We want to know 
what our ‘‘next steps” are to be. Contributions 
are due November 10. 


MARCH JOURNAL 
The March JouRNAL will present Profes- 
sional Women in Government Service, The edi- 
torial staff will be grateful for names and ad- 
dresses of possible contributors. Material should 
be on the editor’s desk by February 10, 1942. 





‘ 


Freedom Is Made of Simple Stuff 


From the archives of broken peace we are bringing 
out old words and dusting them off for use again as 
shining lanterns to lead us through the darkness of 
another war. 


Words like freedom, justice and truth—all of them 
hard to define, none of them used more frequently 
than freedom. 

You cannot say what freedom is, perhaps, in a 
single sentence. It is not necessary to define it. It is 
enough to point to it. 

Freedom is a man lifting a gate latch at dusk and 
sitting for a while on the porch, smoking his pipe, 
before he goes to bed. 

It is the violence of an argument outside an election 
poll; it is the righteous anger of the pulpits. 


It is the warm laughter of a girl on a park bench. 


It is the rush of a train over the continent and un- 
afraid faces of people looking out the windows. 


It is all the howdys in the world, and all the hellos. 


It is Westbrook Pegler telling Roosevelt how to 
raise his children; it is Roosevelt letting them raise 
themselves, 


It is Lindbergh's appeasing voice raised above a thou- 
sand hisses. 


It is Dorothy Thompson asking for war; it is Gen. 
Hugh S. Johnson asking her to keep quiet. 


It is you trying to remember the words to ‘‘The Star- 
Spangled Banner.” 


It is the sea breaking on wide sands somewhere and 
the shoulders of a mountain supporting the sky. 


It is the air you fill your lungs with and the dirt 
that is your garden. 


It is a man cursing all cops. 


It is the absence of apprehension at the sound of 
approaching footsteps outside your closed door. 


It is your hot resentment of intrigue, the tilt of your 
chin and the tightening of your lips sometimes. 


It is all the things you do and want to keep on 
doing. 


It is all the things you feel and cannot help feeling. 
Freedom—it is you. 


From ELEANOR R. MOsELY, Boston University: 
An editorial in the Louisville (Kentucky) Cour- 
rier-Journal, written by Hazel Parker, a member 
of the editorial staff. 





Aanouncements 


For Your Date Book 


October 30-31—Tenth Educational Confer- 
ence sponsored by the Educational Records Bu- 
reau, the Co-operative Test Service, the Com- 
mittee on Measurement and Guidance of the 
American Council on Education, and the Com- 
mission on the Relation of School and College 
of the Progressive Education Association. Hotel 
Biltmore, New York, New York. For informa- 
tion address the Educational Records Bureau, 
437 West 59th Street, New York City. 

November 2-8—Book Week. Information 
may be had from Book Week Headquarters, 
62 West 45th Street, New York, New York. 


Education for a Strong America—vital 
American Education Week in 1941 


THIS THEME is indeed appropriate. Never in 
history has democratic education been so square- 
ly faced with the issue of helping a great people 
to remain free and at the same time effective 
in combating the tides of despotism which have 
been loosed upon the world. 

The American people are determined to pre- 
serve their freedom. They have seen how dicta- 
tors have put blinders on their people, forcing 
them into preconceived molds of thought and 
action. They have observed the terrifying results. 
They are ready as never before to support a pro- 
gtam of genuinely democratic education. 

Yet there are serious days ahead for educa- 
tion. The problems of the depression in the 
1930’s forced an increasing tax burden and 
zoomed the public debt to new heights. Now 
the untold cost of our defense effort is added. 
Obviously the schools will be affected as the 
public is called upon to make genuine sacrifice 
to finance war preparations. And when the tide 
of war recedes and the defense effort subsides— 
what then? Most certainly the repercussions will 
rock the schools just when the burden of educa- 
tional need will be greatest as we seek to re- 
adjust our nation and our individual lives dur- 
ing the reconstruction period. 


November 20-22—National Council f@ 
Social Studies (a Department of the NEA 
meet in Indianapolis, Indiana. Information| 
be had from the Department at 1201 Sixt 
Street N.W., Washington, D.C. q 

November 20-22—National Council 
Teachers of English to meet in Atlanta, Gea 
For further information address the Natu 
Council of Teachers of English, 211 West™ 
Street, Chicago. 4 

February 21-26, 1942—American 
tion of School Administrators, San Francises 


theme for 


What is to be done about it? How shally 
safeguard the schools now and in the 
ahead ? Briefly: (1) Keep the people inform 
about the schools—what they are doing @ 
how. (2) Make clear the role of educations 
our own democracy if it is to prevail not ¢ 
against the forces of darkness without ® 
against problems and subversive forces witht 
(3) Provide the highest type of democratic ed 
cation possible with the funds and facilif 
available. (4) Work constantly with the peopl 
in developing the educational program so th 
it becomes theirs. (5) Utilize the full ranges 
technics of educational interpretation for a Gi 
tinuing year-round program of public relation 
(6) Dramatize and highlight this continuil 
program on special occasions. 

This brings us to American Education We 
—a time when schools and citizens throught 
the nation join together in a concerted effort 
dramatize the school and its place in individi™ 
community, and national life. q 

Now is the time to begin planning for 
observance in your community. Be sure 
school has a part in this great nationwide We 
of rededication to the ideals of free educaliml 
for a free people. 4 








